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Corn Borer Appropriation Bill Becomes Law 


On February 23, the President signed the joint Congres- 
sional resolution authorizing the expenditure of $10,000,000 for 
the control of the European corn borer, under the direction of 
the Secretary of Agriculture. The Act provides for control 
work in 76 counties in New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan 
and Indiana. It is estimated that 2,500,000 acres of corn land 
in these states will be included in the clean-up. 

The conditions under which the expenditure of this money 
is authorized were indicated in our previous Information Let- 
ter No. 196. 

The authorities in the states concerned are being urged to 
push through the necessary State legislation to secure the bene- 
fit of this control work in order that it may be started early and 
most effectively. 


Interest on Tax Refunds Allowed 


The U. S. Court of Claims has decided, in the case of the 
Magnolia Petroleum Co. vs. U. S., that the allowance of interest 
on tax refunds under Section 1019, Revenue Act of 1924, was 
not made to depend on the filing and allowance of a formal 
claim, nor does it require that the tax be paid under protest, but 
provides, without restriction or condition, for allowance of in- 
terest on amounts refunded at the rate of 6% to the date of the 
allowance ef the refund, according to the opinion of the court. 


Supreme Court Decision on Restraint of Trade 


According to an important decision just handed down by 
the Supreme Court of the United States in the case of U. S. vs. 


495 


] 
4 
b 
7 
4 
1 
3 


496 INFORMATION LETTER 


Trenton Potteries Co., et al., the Court holds that it is the agree- 
ment to restrain trade that is illegal, without regard to the rea- 
sonableness of the prices which are fixed. 

In the course of this decision, Mr. Justice Stone, who de- 
livered the opinion of the Court, says: “The aim and result of 
every price-fixing agreement, if effective, is the elimination of 
one form of competition. The power to fix prices, whether rea- 
sonably exercised or not, involves power to control the market 
and to fix arbitrary and unreasonable prices. 

“The reasonable price fixed today may through economic 
and business changes become the unreasonable price of tomor- 
row. Once established, it may be maintained unchanged be- 
cause of the absence of competition, secured by the agreement 
for a price reasonable when fixed.” 


U. S. Standards for Green Corn 


The Bureau of Agricultural Economics, U. S. Department 
of Agriculture has published the following standards for grades 
of green corn for 1927: 

GRADES 

U. S. No. 1 shall consist of ears of green corn of similar 
varietal characteristics which are well trimmed, well formed, 
and free from damage caused by smut or other disease, insects, 
mechanical or other means. Cobs shall be well filled with plump 
and milky kernels and well covered with fresh, green husks. 

In order to allow for variations incident to proper grading 
and handling, not more than 10 per cent, by count, of any lot 
may be below the requirements of this grade. 

U. S. Fancy shall consist of ears of green corn which meet 
all the requirements of U. S. No. 1 grade, except that the ears 
shall be free from insect injury instead of free from damage 
caused by insect injury. 

In order to allow for variations incident to proper grading 
and handling, not more than 10 per cent, by count, of any lot 
may be below the requirements of this grade. 

Unclassified shall consist of green corn which is not graded 
in conformity with either of the foregoing grades. 


DEFINITIONS OF TERMS 
As used in these grades: 


“Similar varietal characteristics” means that the ears in 
any container are of similar color and character of growth. Ears 
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of field and sweet corn or white and yellow corn shall ant be 
mixed in the same container. 

“Well trimmed” means that the ears are — free 
from loose husks and that the shank shall! not extend more than 
1 inch beyond the point of attachment of the outside husk. 

“Well formed’”’ means that the ears are not stunted. Nub- 
bins are not well-formed ears. 

“Damage” means injury from any cause which materially 
affects the appearance or edible quality of the ear. Ears show- 
ing worm injury extending not more than 11% inches from the 
tip of the cob shall not be regarded as damaged, but worm in- 
jury affecting kernels on other parts of the cob shall be consid- 
ered as damaged. 

“Well filled” means that the rows of kernels show fairly uni- 
form development, and that the appearance and quantity of the 
edible portion of the ear are not materially affected by poorly 
developed rows. 

“Plump and milky” means that the kernels are well devel- 
oped but not over mature or shriveled. 

“Fresh” means that the husks are not badly wilted, dried, 
or turning yellow or brown. 


New Bulletin on Sweet Corn 


The Cornell University Experiment Station, Ithaca, New 
York, has published a bulletin, No. 450, of interest to corn can- 
ners, entitled “Results of Sweet Corn Suckering Experiments,” 
by H. C. Thompson. 

The data presented in this bulletin show that, in the ex- 
periments conducted, the removal of suckers from Golden Ban- 
tam and Stowell’s Evergreen sweet corn did not result in the 
advantages sometimes claimed for the practice. The claim some- 
times made that removing the suckers results in a larger quan- 
tity of large ears is not borne out in the experiments. In the 
size of ears no significant differences are shown between the 
various treatments. From the data secured, there is no con- 
sistent advantage in earliness due to removal of the suckers, 
which decreases the yield of stover, the late suckering resulting 
in the lowest yield. 

“Since removing the suckers costs from $3 to $6 an acre, 
and, in these experiments, resulted in the reduction in yield of 
both corn and stover, without any clearly apparent gains in 
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earliness, size of ears, or other important advantage, growers 
should seriously question the value of the practice.”’ 


. Members desiring copies of this bulletin may secure them 
from this office, or direct from the experiment station referred 
to. 


Bulletin on Pea Varieties 


Pea canners will undoubtedly be interested in Research 
Bulletin No. 70, recently issued by the Agricultural Experiment 
Station of the University of Wisconsin, entitled “Breeding New 
Varieties of Canning Peas,” by E. J. Delwiche and E. J. Renard. 

According to this bulletin, the breeding work carried on by 
the Experiment Station has produced several new varieties and 
strains of peas superior in several respects to the ordinary varie- 
ties now grown. This applies to canning and field peas, since 
work has been carried on with the two types. The number of 
pure strains now on test is about 50. 

Only such varieties or strains as were found worthy of spe- 
cial consideration, and which were available in considerable 
quantities, are discussed in this bulletin. 

Members may secure copies of this bulletin from this office, 
or direct from the Agricultural Experiment Station at Madison, 
Wis. 


Report on the 1926 Asparagus Season 


A summary of the 1926 asparagus season has been issued 
by the United States Bureau of Agricultural Economics in co- 
operation with the California Department of Agriculture, pre- 
senting data as to acreage, production, shipments, prices, and 
net results from sales. While the summary relates primarily 
to fresh asparagus and production in California, it will doubt- 
less be of interest to all asparagus canners. Copies of the sum- 
mary may be obtained from the Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics, Department of Agriculture, Washington. 


Insect Pest Survey for 1926 
The last issue of the Insect Pest Survey Bulletin for 1926 
presents a summary of insect conditions for that year, and the 
following notes of particular interest to canners are taken from 
this number: 
The corn ear worm was decidedly troublesome over the 
greater part of the country. Exceptional damage has been re- 
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ported from North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, 
Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri. Corn 
suffered the major damage, as usual, but in the peach belt of 
Georgia the entire crop of peaches on a 4,000-tree plantation 
was destroyed. 4 


The known distribution of the Mexican bean beetle has 
very materially increased during the past year. It was report- 
ed, for the first time in the State of Maryland, in Garrett and 
Washington Counties. In Virginia the insect has advanced to 
very nearly the eastern border of the State in Frederick, Page, 
and Culpeper Counties. In North Carolina it has reached the 
center of the State in Caswell County, and in Ohio the exten- 
sion along the lake is now complete. In Indiana it has spread 
westward to Clinton County, and in Pennsylvania it has been 
found as far east as Dauphin County, near Harrisburg, and 
north to Venango County. 


The bean aphid developed in unprecedented numbers in the 
cannery bean sections of Ohio, where it caused considerable 
losses to growers of lima and string beans. 

The pepper weevil is now one of the most important pests 
in the pepper-growing sections of Orange County, California, 
where losses have run as high as 50 to 65 per cent of the crop. 
Approximately 8,000 acres of peppers are grown annually in 
this county. 

The Japanese beetle has extended its range from its original 
territory in eastern Pennsylvania westward to Harrisburg and 
northward to Easton. It has also been found in the Hudson 
River Valley as far north as Ossining, southward to Stamford, 
Connecticut, and to Long Island. 


oT as 


Study of Northwest Berry Farming 


“An Economic Study of Berry Farming in Western Wash- 
ington” is the title of an 80-page bulletin issued by the Agri- 
cultural Experiment Station at Pullman, in which there are dis- 
cussed such topics as the status of the berry industry, types of 
berry farms and their organization, cost of producing berry 
crops, labor studies, and what can be done by the individual 
farmer and by cooperative organizations to increase profits in 
this industry. The bulletin is based on a study made of farms 
chiefly in the Puyallup and White Rivers valleys, where the pro- 
duction of small fruits is the major enterprise on a large num- 
ber of farms. 
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Storing Foods in the Open Can 


The particular attention of members is invited to the ar- 
ticle in our Bulletin 95-A, Revised, which was distributed re- 
cently, on the subject “Should Foods Be Kept In An Open Can?” 

It occasionally comes to our notice that canned food labels 
sometimes carry a statement that as soon as the can is opened 
the contents should be transferred to a glass or earthenware 
dish. On some labels the word “caution” preceeds this state- 
ment in bold type. Consumers are likely to infer from this 
statement that foods stored in an open can are unwholesome. 
Writers of the consumers’ column in newspapers and authors 
of magazine articles and books draw the same inference. 

Again and again when we have criticized such writers for 
unfavorable articles they have written about canned foods we 
have received the reply “then, why do your canners warn con- 
sumers against storing foods in open cans?” Some even argue 
that this warning placed on the label is evidence that canned 
foods are unwholesome because it shows that they contain some- 
thing which may develop and cause illness when the contents 
are stored in the open can. Publicity for canned foods will be 


more effective when this statement is omitted from all labels. 


Trend of Wholesale Prices in January 


A slight decline in the general level of wholesale prices in 
January as compared with the preceding month is reported by 
the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics. The Bureau's 
weighted index number was 146.9 for January compared with 
147.2 for December, a decline of three-tenths of one per cent. 
Compared with January, 1926, with an index number of 156.0, 
there was a decrease of more than 6% per cent. 


Retail Prices for Food 


Retail food prices in 51 cities of the United States decreased 
14%,% between December 15, 1926, and January 15, 1927, ac- 
cording to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, U. S. Department of 
Labor. This indicates a decrease of 3% since January 15, 1926, 
and an increase of a little more than 62% since January 15, 1913. 
Among the items listed are canned red salmon, canned corn, and 
canned peas, on which a decrease of 1% in retail price is report- 
ed. No change in the price of evaporated milk, baked beans, or 
canned tomatoes was found. 
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Canning Industry in South Africa 


The American Consul at Port Elizabeth, South Africa, 
where the canned fruit industry is largely centered, reports that 
the chief fruits packed are pineapples, pears, peaches, figs in 
heavy syrup, Cape Golden berries (gooseberries), grapefruit, 
and plums. Pineapple canning is the most important branch of 
the industry. 

It is roughly estimated that the acreage of fruit for canning 
increased 10% last year. A large part of the local production is 
exported to the United Kingdom, 35,200 cases, out of a total ex- 
port of 36,700 cases being shipped to Great Britain from May to 
October, 1926. 

During the year 1925, canned fruits amounting to 2,710,215 
pounds, valued at $286,885 were exported from Port Elizabeth. 
No vegetables are canned in that district. 


Italian Tomato Statistics 


According to figures furnished by the Italian Ministry of 
Agriculture to the Rome office of the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce, the 1926 production of tomatoes in Italy 
was 583,447 short tons, as compared to 635,255 tons in 1925. 
There are no figures later than 1925 on production of canned to- 
matoes or costs of raw material. According to figures fur- 
nished by the Canned Goods Institute, the average price paid by 
the canners for tomatoes in 1925 was 80 lira per quintal (value 
of lira 3.98 cents; quintal equals 220.46 pounds). The produc- 
tion of peeled tomatoes during 1925 was 1,200,000 cases, and 
of tomato paste approximately 33,069 short tons. 


Foreign Trade in Fish Products 


According to a report just issued by the United States De- 
partment of Commerce, sales of fish and fish products to foreign 
countries declined by about one million dollars in 1926, while 
imports of those products into this country increased by more 
than four million dollars during that period. Exports of fish 
from this country were valued at $19,903,837 in the past year 
as compared with $20,732,990 in the preceding year, while im- 
ports amounted to $34,343,306 as against $30,113,186 in 1925. 

Among the fish products the imports of which increased 
during this period were sardines, of which imports increased 
to $4,500,348, as compared with $3,451,415 in the preceding 
year, and crab meat, of which a total valued at $3,770,125 was 
imported in 1926, as against $3,111,931 in 1925. 
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The outstanding item of fish exports was canned salmon 
which declined to a value of $8,578,221 as compared with the 
1925 total of $9,060,703. 


What Next? 


To indicate the varied nature of the results of some of the 
investigations which the Association carries on in connection with 
consumer complaints, the two following instances are cited. 

A newspaper in New York State reported the serious illness 
of a woman attributed to canned fish. We referred this report 
to one of the medical men handling these claims for us and he re- 
ceived the following report from the attending physician. “Con- 
trary to newspaper reports this woman attempted suicide by 
taking formaldehyde by mouth and shooting herself in the chest.” 

In another instance a complaint was received by one of our 
members that a bunch of human hair was found in a canned 
vegetable. The investigator was able to secure a small portion of 
the contents of the can which disclosed some short fibers mixed 
with the vegetable. On laboratory examination these fibers 
proved to be jute probably derived from the gunny sacks in which 


the dry vegetable was shipped. 


